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Describe the present and original (it known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY 

Locust H i l l  i s  a  f i n e  example of a  t y p i c a l  Valley "I" house. B u i l t  i n  
1826, it i s  a three-bay, Flemish bond b r i c k  dwell ing with a  molded b r i c k  cornice 
and e legant  Federal  d e t a i l i n g  on t h e  e x t e r i o r .  The i n t e r i o r  was damaged by 
f i r e  i n  t h e  1850's and much of t h e  woodwork was replaced w i t h  Greek Revival 
forms. Located off  Route 608, e a s t  of Buena Vis t a ,  i t  i s  b e a u t i f u l l y  s i t e d  
on 320 ac res  of r o l l i n g  farmland. The house sits on a s l i g h t  r i s e  and i s  p a r t  
of a  complex t h a t  inc ludes  s e v e r a l  19th  century  farm outbui ld ings .  The bu i ld ing  
and fou r  s t r u c t u r e s  a l l  con t r ibu te  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  cha rac te r  of t h e  i r o p e r t y .  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS - 
Locust H i l l  i s  an exce l l en t  example of e l i t e  housing b u i l t  i n  Rockbridge 

County i n  t h e  second q u a r t e r  of t h e  19th  century.  The "I" house, w i th  i ts  
s ing le -p i l e ,  two-room, central-passage,  double-story p l an ,  was t h e  most popular 
housing form of t h e  19th  century i n  t h i s  a rea .  I ts appearance i n  b r i c k ,  how- 
eve r ,  w i th  t h e  many ref inements  t h a t  Locust H i l l  e x h i b i t s ,  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h i s  was intended a s  one of t h e  grandest  res idences  of t h e  county. 

The foundat ion is  l a i d  i n  coursed l imestone a s h l a r ,  not  t h e  randomly 
coursed rubble t y p i c a l  of o t h e r  b r i c k  I houses of t h e  period.  The house is 
bank-sited t o  expose p a r t  of t h e  foundat ion on t h e  southern,  main facade. The 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  r e f ined  craf tsmanship is evident  not  only i n  t h e  a s h l a r  foundation. 
but a l s o  i n  t h e  Flemish-bond b r i c k  wal l s .  Where o t h e r  houses might t y p i c a l l y  
use Flemish bond only on t h e  main, pub l i c  facades ,  Locust H i l l ' s  mason used 
Flemish bond throughout. It appears  not  only on t h e  main block, but a l s o  on 
the  r e a r ,  one-story e l l  and t h e  one-story k i t chen  al igned behind it .  

The q u a l i t y  of t h e  b r i c k  work i s  a l s o  ev ident  i n  t h e  use  of t h e  molded 
b r i c k  co rn ice  on both  t h e  south  f r o n t  and t h e  no r th  r e a r  of t h e  main block. 
The one-story k i t chen  a l s o  has t h e  molded b r i c k  corn ice  on i t s  northwest and 
southeas t  s ides .  The e l l  has a  t h r e e  coursecorbled b r i c k  cornice.  

The f e n e s t r a t i o n  of t h e  house a l s o  e x h i b i t s  e l e g a n t l y  r e f i n e d  Federa l  
d e t a i l i n g .  The t h r e e  bay, south  facade has  unusual ly wide, t r i p a r t i t e  mullioned 
windows. The Pa l l ad ian  propor t ions  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  those  a t  Glen Maury (103- 
4) another  nearby c l a s s i c a l l y - i n s p i r e d  house of t h e  l a t e  1820's.  The t r i p a r t i t e  
d i v i s i o n s  a r e  c a r r i e d  even i n t o  t h e  basement windows. 

Both gable ends of t h e  main block have d e l i c a t e l y  d e t a i l e d  f a n l i g h t s  
i n  t h e  a t t i c  s t o r y  f l ank ing  t h e  s l i g h t l y  extruded chimneys. This  is a n  unusual 
f e a t u r e  f o r  an a t t i c  window al though i t  does appear a t  Glen Maury i n  1829. 
Thei r  presence is f u r t h e r  evidence of t h e  ref inements  exh ib i t ed  a t  Locust H i l l .  

The a t t i c  f a n l i g h t s  a r e  echoed i n  t h e  doorways of t h e  house a s  well .  The 
main, south  facade has  a  f ive- foot  wide e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t  covering i t s  paneled 
door and s i d e l i g h t s .  Segmentally arched f a n l i g h t s  top a  s i d e  en t r ance  doorway 
on t h e  n o r t u e s t  facade a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  southeas t  en t r ance  t o  t h e  e l l .  

(See Continuation Sheet #I) 
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military social! 
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Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  Locust H i l l  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  example of upper-middle- 
c l a s s  housing t r a d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  Valley of V i rg in i a  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  of 
Rockbridge County i n  t h e  1820's.  Its three-bay, Flemish-bond "I" plan  wi th  
i t s  moldcd b r i c k  corn ice  r e p r e s e x s t h e  c l a s s i c  s tatement  of e l i t e  houzing i n  
the a rea .  ma.; d i s t i n g u t s b e s  Lccust H i l l  i s  t h e  q u a l i t y  of t h e  co:lstruction 
d e t a i l s  i n  i t s  F e d e r ~ l - s t y l e  7:cter:or. The yo?uiar 1850's Greek Rcvival  i s  
represented  i n  t h e  r e b u i l t  i n t e r i o r  and i n  t h e  f r o n t  en t r ance  porch. The 
presence of s e v e r a l  l og  dependencies a l s o  r ep resen t s  a major Valley vernacular  
form. The house was prominent i n  i t s  immediate community, a s  was i t s  owner 
John Hamilton, who helped t o  foGnd t h e  nearby Wesley Chapel. 

HISTORIC BACKGROUND 

In  many ways, John Hamilton, t h e  b u i l d e r  of Locust H i l l ,  was an archetypal  
Rockbridge r e s iden t .  H i s  f a t h a r  had been born ir .  Norchzrn I r e l and  and came 
t o  t h i s  country i n  1771. Like many Scotch-Ir ish,  he landed i n  Phi lade lphia  
and then  gradual ly  mcved west and s o u t h w ~ r d  i n t o  t h e  Valley o i  Virg in ia .  By 
1776 he  had married a woman from Hagerstown, Maryland, and had moved f u r t h e r  
i n t o  t h e  Valley. Ey 1789, t h e  year  h i s  son John was born, t h e  e l d e r  Hamilton 
was farming, surveying and teaching  i n  Botetourt  County. 

John Hamilton reversed  t h i s  c l a s s i c  southern  movement by going twenty 
m i l e s  northward t o  s e t t l e  i n  Rockbridge County i n  1813. Three years  l a t e r ,  
a t  t h e  age of 27 he married E l i zabe th  McNutt and four  yea r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1820, 
he purchased 435 a c r e s  of land some e i g h t  mi les  southeas t  of Lexington. The 
land l a y  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of one of t h e  major north-south county rou te s .  Today 
i t  i s  c a l l e d  Route 608 and has  an abundance of s u b s t a n t i a l  middle-class homes 
from t h e  1 9 t h  century  su rv iv ing  along i t .  

I n  t h e  mid-1820's John Hamilton b u i l t  h i s  p l a n t a t i o n  house "Locust H i l l . "  
Family t r a d i t i o n  o f f e r s  a d a t e  of 1825 o r  1826. This  i s  supported by t h e  
evidence of t h e  County Land Books which r eco rd  i n  1827: "Valuation a l t e r e d  
on a c t .  of Buildings,  $1295 added." Previous bu i ld ing  va lue  on t h e  property 
had been $200, s o  c l e a r l y  Hamilton b u i l t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  house. Over t h e  years ,  
he increased h i s  land holdings and i n  h i s  1872 w i l l ,  he r e f e r r e d  t o  "my p lanta-  

(See Continuation Sheet 8 3 )  
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7. DESCRIPTION 

A Greek Revival porch of four Doric piers and pilasters joined by a diagonal 
lattice fret on the front and turned balusters on the sides forms the entrance 
to the main facade. There is a family tradition that the house was damaged 
by fire in 1855 and that John Hamilton, the original owner and builder, had 
the interiors redone. It is likely that this Greek Revival porch also dates 
from this period. 

The interior of the basement was originally unfurnished, although there 
was a rough, board and battm door giving entrance on the southeast gable end 
and the fireplace on this end does have an open flue. The present owners have 
excavated, reinforced the deteriorating foundation walls and added a cement 
slab floor. They also replaced the old door with a modern, secure one and 
rebuilt the stairway in the northwest room. The joists are vertically sawn 
throughout. 

The central hall on the main floor has an elegantly proportioned Federal 
style stairway. Its mahogany handrail continues in tight curves upward to 
the attic level. While the proportions and turnings are Federal, the stairends 
are undecorated, indicating that the stairs may have been altered in the 1850's 
remodeling. 

The front entrance door has its original, large brass box lock but all 
the other doors have late 19th century locks. 

The tradition that the interior burned in 1855 is supported by the evidence 
of the Greek Revival woodwork as well as charred attic rafters on the northwest 
end. In contrast to the exterior Federal style detailing, the interior is 
very simple. The northwest room has an Asher Benjamin type mantel consisting 
of architrave molded pilasters, corner blocks and architrave lintel. There 
is a simple chair railing, and door and window moldings also carry the three- 
sectioned architrave form. 

The southeast room has no chair railing. Its mantel is also taken from 
Asher Benjamin and consists of free-standing, fluted Doric columns, linked 
by a running Greek key lintel. This mantel, however, was added in 1938 when 
Everette Fauber, a Lynchburg architect, was engaged by Colonel and Mrs. Samuel 
Millner, Jr. to remodel the house. Fauber also added bathrooms to the second 
floor southeast room; finished the ell attic into a closet and bath; converted 
the first floor of the ell to a kitchen and the kitchen building to a study. 
As a result, no original woodwork survives in either the ell or the kitchen 
building. 

The second floor of the main block does have a simple Greek Revival mantel 
on the southeast and a later Victorian mantel on the northwest. 

While the construction of Locust Hill is typical of Valley craftsmanship 
in most aspects, one unusual feature stands out. The gable roof is supported 
by common rafters framed into a ridge board. The ridge board is vertically 

(See Continuation Sheet i / 2 )  
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7 .  DESCRIPTION 

sawn and s t i l l  c a r r i e s  bark on i ts  o u t e r  f ace .  It i s  h ighly  unusual f o r  any 
Valley roof t o  have a r idge  board i n  t h e  f i r s t  ha l f  of t h e  19th  century.  They 
were not  common u n t i l  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  century and when they were used, 
t h e  r a f t e r s  were n a i l e d  t o  them. There i s  only one o t h e r  ex tan t  example of 
a r i d g e  board wi th  framed r a f t e r s  i n  Rockbridge County. It i s  Stone Cottage 
( 117 -33 ) ,  an 1850 house i n  Lexington. The presence of charred r a f t e r s  on t h e  
northwest end suppor ts  t h e  family t r a d i t i o n  of a f i r e .  It  may be  t h a t  t h e  
e n t i r e  roof d a t e s  from t h e  1850's rebui ld ing .  

The house is p resen t ly  undergoing r e p a i r ,  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  and modernization. 
Serious s t r u c t u r a l  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  foundat ion n e c e s s i t a t e d  underpinning 
and r e p a i r .  A modern furnace and new plumbing and wi r ing  have been added. 
The e l l  has been converted i n t o  a modern k i t chen  and i t s  f i r e p l a c e  has been 
r e b u i l t .  The o r i g i n a l  k i t chen  is now a guestroom and a ba th  has  been crea ted  
i n  i t s  southeas t  corner .  A connect ing v e s t i b u l e  has  been added t o  g ive  i n t e r i o r  
access  between t h e  e l l  and t h e  new guestroom. 

A noteworthy f e a t u r e  of Locust H i l l  i s  t h e  s u r v i v a l  of s e v e r a l  of t h e  
outbui ld ings .  To t h e  sou theas t  of t h e  house i s  a l o g  dependency t h a t  va r ious  
owners have c a l l e d  t h e  "s lave  qua r t e r s . "  It  i s  a s t o r y  and a h a l f ,  r ec t angu la r ,  
I, n V notched s t r u c t u r e .  Two ent rance  doors on t h e  south  a r e  balanced by two 
windows on t h e  north.  The e a s t  w a l l  o r i g i n a l l y  had a b r i c k  chimney, and a 
door,  which is not  o r i g i n a l ,  was cu t  i n t o  t h e  w e s t  w a l l  a t  some poin t .  The 
b u i l d i n g ' s  i n t e r i o r  is i n  poor condit ion.  There i s  evidence t h a t  i t  was a t  
one time d iv ided  i n t o  two rooms. The w a l l s  a r e  white-washed and t h e  a t t i c  
r a f t e r s  a r e  log  poles  pegged toge the r .  The present  owners have rechinked t h e  
e x t e r i o r  and r epa i r ed  t h e  roof covering. 

To t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  main house is a row of farm s t r u c t u r e s .  The f i r s t  
is a double pen log  corn c r i b .  The notching f o r  each 5 '  x 15' pen i s  "V" and 
t h e  logs  a r e  hewn square. The present  owners have added a new roof t o  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e .  Two, open, frame lean-tos connect t h e  l o g  s t r u c t u r e  t o  a frame 
shed. It probably d a t e s  from t h e  l a t e  19th century.  Two more frame sheds 
l i n e  the  driveway a s  i t  curves northward and t h e r e  is t h e  s t o n e  foundation 
of what was once a double pen log  barn. 

Locust H i l l  i s  a t y p i c a l  Valley upper-middle-class farmstead; ye t  i t  is  
d i s t ingu i shed  by t h e  q u a l i t y  of i t s  cons t ruc t ion  d e t a i l s  and e legant  r e f i n e -  
ment of i t s  e x t e r i o r  ornamental forms. I ts Greek Revival i n t e r i o r  o f f e r s  
expression of another  popular l o c a l  form. Its e l l ,  b r i c k  k i tchen  and log  
dependencies p re sen t  a c l e a r  p i c t u r e  of a working farm. 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

tion on which I now reside, consisting of 560 acres." 

Hamilton was a well-to-do farmer. In the 1826 personal property records 
he is listed as having one white indentured servant, one slave under 16 and 
six slaves over 16 as well as five horses. He was also apparently an educated 
and cultured man. In his will he left his granddaughter his piano and at his 
estate sale, the largest item was his library consisting of some 24 "lots of 
books." The most valuable items in his estate were his McCormick reaper ($30), 
his bay horse ($40) and his three milk cows ($45). 

This picture of the well-read farmer is also amplified by his work in 
his local community. In 1832, inspired by the wave of Methodism that was 
sweeping the county, John Hamilton was "born again." Thereafter he became 
an active layman in the Methodist Episcopal Church and helped to organize the 
Wesley Chapel congregation. Hamilton was one of the Trustees for the Church 
in 1834 and was a major contributor toward its construction. He was active 
in the congregation throughout his life and helped to form the local Bible 
Society as well. It was as a representative of this group that Hamilton served 
as an honorary pallbearer at Stonewall Jackson's funeral. 

Hamilton's daughter, Margaret Jane, married a Methodist minister, William 
Krebs in 1848. It was their son, Hamilton Krebs, who inherited Locust Hill 
in 1879. Krebs sold it in 1920 to Fred Carter who sold it in 1938 to Colonel 
and Mrs. Samuel Millner, Jr. 

Colonel Millner had a long and distinguished career at the Virginia Military 
Institute. He had entered as a cadet in 1907. In 1911, after his graduation, 
he joined the faculty and served as a professor of French language and literature 
for over fifty years. Millner was the first cadet to be designated a "distinguished 
graduate" and he was the first to receive the Jackson Hope medal. Known as 
"snappy Sam," Millner took only two brief leaves of VMI. One was for service 
in World War I and one for graduate study at the University of Wisconsin. 

In 1938 Millner and his wife bought Locust Hill which they renamed Locust 
Grove. They hired the Lynchburg architect, Everette Fauber to restore the 
house. In 1973 they gave their estate to the VMI Foundation with the provision 
that they could continue to reside at Locust Grove. 

In 1974, the Foundation sold the farm to Custis L. Coleman and his wife. 
They took possession of the house in 1982 and have begun its extensive restora- 
tion and repair. This was necessary since, in their later years, ill health 
had prevented the Millners from taking adequate care of the house. Water and 
termite damage had undone much of what Fauber had restored. The Colemans 
have stabilized the structure and added modern plumbing and wiring. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verbal boundary d e s c r i p t i o n  and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  - 
house and along a row of farm dependencies t o  t h e e d g e o f  t h e  l a s t  frame bui ld ing  
i n  t h e i r  row then westward fol lowing a fence l i n e  t o  a juncture  wi th  a fence 
l i n e  running south  and bordering a driveway , t h e  house thence back 
t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  poin t  a t  t h e  ga te  en t rance .  b r i n g  approximately 
3% a c r e s  inc lud ing  t h e  main house "Locust H i l l " ,  a l o g  house t o  t h e  south  and 
a row of dependencies t o  t h e  north.  This designated s e c t i o n  is a fragment of 
t h e  319 ac res  owned by D r .  Cus t i s  L. Coleman and i s  a l s o  a fragment of t h e  250 
a c r e  farm Hamilton Krebs i n h e r i t e d  from h i s  grandfa ther ,  t h e  bu i lde r  of "Locust 
H i l l .  " 






